
 

ONIX for Books codelists Issue 51 
 
This is the consolidated list of agreed additions and updates for Issue 51 of the ONIX for 
Books codelists, as circulated to the ONIX national groups for comments and then ratified by 
the ONIX International Steering Committee at its October 2020 meeting. 
 
This issue includes a number of additions and revisions to provide further details of library pricing, 
limits on POD manufacture, hazard warnings, new product forms and a method to differentiate 
different types of cards (cards for educational use, recreation, greetings and so on).  
 
These ONIX codes are available in various file formats from the EDItEUR website and via a 
multilingual interactive browser at https://ns.editeur.org/onix. 
 

Codelists Issue 51 Additions and changes 
 
Within the tables, additions are in red, changes and clarifications in blue and unchanged text is in 
black. 
Within the tables, proposed additions are in red, proposed changes and clarifications in blue and 
unchanged text is in black. 
 

List 44 – Name identifier type 
 

Code Label Note 
18 NACO A control number assigned to a Library of Congress Control 

Number (LCCN) Name Authority / NACO record 
 

List 59 – Price type qualifier 
 

Code Label Note 
17 Introductory price Initial ‘Introductory offer’ price. Must be accompanied by an 

Effective until date in a <PriceDate> composite in ONIX 3, and 
may also be accompanied by a ‘normal’ price valid after the 
introductory offer expires (Fr. Prix de lancement). Only valid in 
ONIX 3.0 

18 Consortial price Price for library consortia. Only valid in ONIX 3.0 
 
Note the difference between the Introductory price and the reservation order price – the latter does 
not apply after publication, whereas the introductory price may do so, and only the reservation order 
price includes a guarantee of delivery prior to publication. 
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List 71 – Sales restriction type 
 

Code Label Note 
17 Through 

Inventoryless POD 
POD copies may be manufactured at any time, either to fulfill a 
customer order immediately or to replace a minimal 
stockholding (ie near-inventoryless). Only valid in ONIX 3.0 

18 Through Stock 
Protection POD 

POD copies may be manfactured only to fulfill a customer order 
immediately while out of stock and awaiting delivery of further 
stock from the supplier. Only valid in ONIX 3.0 

19 Except through POD Not eligible for POD. Only valid in ONIX 3.0 
 

List 99 – Special cover material 
 

Code Label Note 
23 Géltex / Wibalin Proprietary imitation cloth binding material, cellulose-based, 

usually embossed/textured 
24 Guaflex / Skivertex Proprietary imitation leather binding material, cellulose-based, 

usually embossed/textured 
 

List 139 – ONIX Retail Sales Outlet ID 
 

Code Label Note 
PUB Publisher’s own 

direct sales 
For use in ONIX 3.0 only 

 

List 143 – US CPSIA or other international hazard warning types 
 

Code Label Note 
15 WARNING – Sound 

hazard 
Product makes loud, sudden, repetitive or other sounds which 
may trigger seizures in sensitive people. 

16 No sound hazard 
warning necessary 

To be used when a supplier wishes to make a clear statement 
that no such warning is applicable to product. 

17 WARNING – Motion 
simulation hazard 

Products simulates (via visual effects) the experience of motion, 
which may cause nausea in sensitive people. 

18 No motion 
simulation hazard 
warning necessary 

To be used when a supplier wishes to make a clear statement 
that no such warning is applicable to product. 

 

List 150 – Product form 
 

Code Label Note 
DO BR-ROM (Blu Ray ROM) 
PH Kit Parts for post-purchase assembly, including card, wood or 

plastic parts or model components, interlocking construction 
blocks, beads and other crafting materials etc 
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PM Wallet or folder Wallet, folder or box (containing loose sheets etc, or empty): it 
is preferable to code the contents and treat ‘wallet’ (or folder / 
box) as packaging in <ProductPackaging> with Codelist 80, but if 
this is not possible (eg where the product is empty and 
intended for storing other loose items) the product as a whole 
may be coded as a ‘wallet’. For binders intended for loose leaf 
or partwork publications intended to be updateable, see codes 
BD, BN 

XJ Spinner – empty  
XO Spinner – filled Spinner with contents. ISBN(s) (where applicable) and detail of 

contained items must be given in <ProductPart> 
XY Other point of sale – 

including retail 
product 

Other point of sale material not specified by XB to XO, supplied 
with product(s) for retail sale. The retail product(s) must be 
described in <ProductPart>. Further detail of the POS material 
is expected in <ProductFormDescription>, as 
<ProductFormDetail> and <ProductFormFeature> are unlikely 
to be sufficient 

ZO Paints, crayons, 
pencils 

Coloring set, including pens, chalks, etc.  

ZY Other apparel Other apparel items not specified by ZB to ZN, including 
branded, promotional or tie-in scarves, caps, aprons, dress-up 
costumes etc. Further detail is expected in 
<ProductFormDescription>, as <ProductFormDetail> and 
<ProductFormFeature> are unlikely to be sufficient 

 
Note the clarification to the existing XJ code. This was previously implied but not stated, and the 
clarification and introduction of the new XO code should make metadata describing spinner products 
less ambiguous. 
 

List 158 – Resource content type 
 

Code Label Note 
47 Transcript Full transcript of audio or video content of the product 

List 163 – Publishing date role 
 

Code Label Note 
35 CIP date Date by which CIP copy is required by the publisher for 

inclusion in the product 
 
This is the latest date on which copy such as CIP text can be accepted by the publisher for inclusion 
on the title verso. 
 

List 175 – Product form detail 
 

Code Label Note 
A113 W3C Audiobook 

format 
Audiobook package format 
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B301 Loose leaf or 
partwork – 
sheets/parts and 
binder/wallet 

Use with Product Form code BD, BN or PM 

B302 Loose leaf or 
partwork – 
binder/wallet only 

Use with Product Form code BD, BN or PM 

B303 Loose leaf or 
partwork – 
sheets/parts only 

Use with Product Form code BD, BN or PM 

B415 Laminated cover Book, laminating material unspecified, often termed PLC or PPC 
(printed laminated case, printed paper case) when used with 
Product form BB. Use L101 for ‘whole product laminated’, eg a 
laminated sheet map or wallchart 

D301 Microsoft XBox Use with Product Form code DB or DI as applicable 
D310 Sony PlayStation 1 Use with Product Form code DB as applicable 
D311 Sony PlayStation 2 Use with Product Form code DB or DI as applicable 
D313 Sony PlayStation 3 Use with Product Form code DB, DI, DO or E* as applicable 
D314 Microsoft Xbox 360 Use with Product Form code DB, DI or VN as applicable 
D316 Sony PlayStation 

Portable (PSP) 
Use with Product Form code DL or VL as applicable 

D317 Sony PlayStation 3 Use with Product Form code DB, DI, DO or E* as applicable. 
DEPRECATED 

D318 Sony PlayStation 4 Use with Product Form code DB, DI, DO or E* as applicable 
D319 Sony PlayStation 

Vita 
Use with Product Form code DA or E* as applicable 

D320 Microsoft Xbox One Use with Product Form code DB, DI, DO or E* as applicable 
D323 Sony PlayStation 5 Use with Product Form code DB, DI, DO or E* as applicable 
D324 Microsoft Xbox 

Series X 
Use with Product Form code BD, DI, DO or E* as applicable 

E146 BRF (Braille-ready file) Electronic Braille file 
P116 Postcard calendar Calendar sheets detachable (usually perforated) and intended 

for mailing as postcards. Use with Product Form code PC 
P121 Flash cards For use to specify letter, word, image (etc) recognition cards for 

teaching reading or other classroom use. Use with Product form 
code PD 

P122 Reference cards Quick reference cards, revision cards, recipe cards etc. Use with 
Product form code PD 

P123 Recreation cards For use to specify cards and card decks for gaming, collecting 
and trading etc. Use also for divination cards. Use with Product 
form codes PD 

P124 Postcards And postcard packs / books. Use with Product form code PJ 
P125 Greeting cards And greeting card packs. Use with Product form code PJ 
Z111 3D puzzle Puzzle assembles into a 3D object 
Z112 Noisy kit/puzzle/toy Toy makes a noise. See B208 for noisy books 
Z113 Puppet Including finger/hand puppets, marionettes 

Many of the modifications above are simple clarifications, eg of the types of disc used by each games 
console (and therefore the Product Form codes from List 150 that the relevant List 175 codes can be 
combined with). D317 is deprecated because it inadvertently duplicates code D313. 
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List 196 – E-publication accessibility details 
 

Code Label Note 
14 Short alternative 

descriptions 
All or substantially all non-text content has short alternative 
(textual) descriptions, usually provided via alt attributes. Note 
this applies to normal images (eg photographs, charts and 
diagrams) and also to any embedded audio, video etc. Audio 
and video content should include alternative descriptions 
suitable for hearing-impaired as well as for visually-impaired 
readers. (Purely decorative non-text content can be ignored, 
but the accessibility of resources delivered via a network 
connection rather than as part of the e-publication package 
must be included) 

15 Full alternative 
descriptions 

All or substantially all non-text content has full alternative 
(textual) descriptions. Note this applies to normal images (eg 
photographs, charts and diagrams) and also to any embedded 
audio, video etc. Audio and video content should include full 
alternative descriptions (eg audio-described video) and 
transcript, subtitles or captions (whether closed or open) 
suitable for hearing-impaired as well as for visually-impaired 
readers. (Purely decorative non-text content can be ignored, 
but the accessibility of resources delivered via a network 
connection rather than as part of the e-publication package 
must be included) 

27 Use of audio Audio content is presented with no or low background noise 
(eg ambient sounds), at least 20dB below the level of 
foreground speech 

28 Full alternative 
audio descriptions 

All or substantially all non-text content has full alternative 
descriptions as pre-recorded audio. Note this applies to normal 
images (eg photographs, charts and diagrams) and also to any 
embedded video etc. Video content should include full 
alternative descriptions (eg audio-described video) and 
transcript, subtitles or captions (whether closed or open) 
suitable for hearing-impaired as well as for visually-impaired 
readers. (Purely decorative non-text content can be ignored, 
but the accessibility of resources delivered via a network 
connection rather than as part of the e-publication package 
must be included) 

29 Next / Previous 
navigation 

All levels of heading and other structural elements of the 
content are correctly marked up and (if applicable) numbered, 
to enable fast next heading / previous heading, next chapter / 
previous chapter navigation without returning to the table of 
contents 

93 Compliance 
certification by 

<ProductFormFeatureDescription> carries the URL of a web 
page belonging to the organisation responsible for compliance 
testing and certification of the product. For use in ONIX 3.0 only 

94 Compliance web 
page for detailed 
accessibility 
information 

<ProductFormFeatureDescription> carries the URL of a web 
page giving further detailed description of the accessibility 
features, compatibility testing, certification etc. The web page 
should be maintained by an independent compliance scheme 
or testing organization 
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List 247 – Event occurrence date role 
 

Code Label Note 
01 Date of occurrence Date and (with the default dateformat) time the event 

occurrence begins 
02 Date of occurrence 

end 
Date and (with the default dateformat) time the event 
occurrence ends 

 
This clarification is to emphasise the default dateformat for event occurrence dates differs from that 
of most other <Date> elements in ONIX. 
 
 

Graham Bell / Chris Saynor 
EDItEUR 

20th October 2020 


