
 

ONIX for Books codelists Issue 44 
 
This is the consolidated list of additions and updates for Issue 44 of the ONIX for Books 
codelists, as circulated and agreed by the various ONIX national groups. 1 
 
As with other recent issues, issue 44 contains only those lists required for ONIX 3.0. ONIX 2.1 remains 
fully usable – using Issue 36 of the codelists or earlier – but it is not intended to be usable with later 
codelists. 
 
The ONIX codes are available via a multilingual interactive browser at https://ns.editeur.org/onix and 
in various formats (XML, CSV, HTML etc) from the EDItEUR website https://www.editeur.org/. 
 

Codelists Issue 44 Additions and Updates 
 
Within the tables, additions are in red, changes and clarifications in blue and unchanged text is in 
black. 

List 12 – Trade category 
 

Code Label Note 
17 Podcast Category of audio products typically distinguished by being 

episodic and free of charge (but which may be monetised 
through advertising content) 

18 Periodical Category of books or e-books which are single issues of a 
periodical publication, sold as independent products 

List 27 – Subject scheme identifier 
 

Code Label Note 
A6 Nomenclature 

discipline scolaire 
French educational subject classification scolomfr-voc-015. See 
https://www.reseau-canope.fr/scolomfr/accueil.html 

B3 Nomenclature 
Diplôme 

French higher and vocational educational subject classification 
scolomfr-voc-29 subject category for degree and diploma study. 
See https://www.reseau-canope.fr/scolomfr/accueil.html 

List 30 – Audience range qualifier 
 

Code Label Note 
30 Nomenclature 

niveaux 
French educational level classification scolomfr-voc-022. See 
https://www.reseau-canope.fr/scolomfr/accueil.html 

 
These changes on lists 27 and 30 merely update the URL. 

                                                             
1 For reference, the following lists included in issues up to Issue 36 are not included in Issue 44: 

6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 26, 33, 35–40, 47, 52, 54, 56, 63, 67, 75, 78, 94, 95, 101, 138, 140 
A handful of codes in lists 1, 22, 34, 49 and 51 used only with 2.1 will also be omitted: 
List 1 codes 12, 13, 14; List 22 codes 04, 05; List 34 codes 00, 01, 04, 08–15 ; List 49 code ROW; List 51 codes 14, 15, 36 
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List 49 – Region code 
 

Code Label Note 
CN-AH Anhui Province  
CN-BJ Beijing Municipality  
CN-CQ Chongqing 

Municipality 
 

CN-FJ Fujian Province  
CN-GD Guangdong Province  
CN-GS Gansu Province  
CN-GX Guangxi Zhuang 

Autonomous Region 
 

CN-GZ Guizhou Province  
CN-HA Henan Province  
CN-HB Hubei Province  
CN-HE Hebei Province  
CN-HI Hainan Province  
CN-HL Heilongjiang 

Province 
 

CN-HN Hunan Province  
CN-JL Jilin Province  
CN-JS Jiangsu Province  
CN-JX Jiangxi Province  
CN-LN Liaoning Province  
CN-NM Inner Mongolia 

Autonomous Region 
 

CN-NX Ningxia Hui 
Autonomous Region 

 

CN-QH Qinghai Province  
CN-SC Sichuan Province  
CN-SD Shandong Province  
CN-SH Shanghai 

Municipality 
 

CN-SN Shaanxi Province  
CN-SX Shanxi Province  
CN-TJ Tianjin Municipality  
CN-XJ Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region 
 

CN-XZ Tibet Autonomous 
Region 

 

CN-YN Yunnan Province  
CN-ZJ Zhejiang Province  
CN-TW Taiwan Province Prefer code TW (Taiwan, Province of China) from List 91 
CN-HK Hong Kong Special 

Administrative 
Region 

Prefer code HK (Hong Kong) from List 91 

CN-MO Macau Special 
Administrative 
Region 

Prefer code MO (Macao) from List 91 

CN-11 Beijing Municipality Deprecated in favor of CN-BJ 
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CN-12 Tianjin Municipality Deprecated in favor of CN-TJ 
CN-13 Hebei Province Deprecated in favor of CN-HE 
CN-14 Shanxi Province Deprecated in favor of CN-SX 
CN-15 Inner Mongolia 

Autonomous Region 
Deprecated in favor of CN-NM 

CN-21 Liaoning Province Deprecated in favor of CN-LN 
CN-22 Jilin Province Deprecated in favor of CN-JL 
CN-23 Heilongjiang 

Province 
Deprecated in favor of CN-HL 

CN-31 Shanghai 
Municipality 

Deprecated in favor of CN-SH 

CN-32 Jiangsu Province Deprecated in favor of CN-JS 
CN-33 Zhejiang Province Deprecated in favor of CN-ZJ 
CN-34 Anhui Province Deprecated in favor of CN-AH 
CN-35 Fujian Province Deprecated in favor of CN-FJ 
CN-36 Jiangxi Province Deprecated in favor of CN-JX 
CN-37 Shandong Province Deprecated in favor of CN-SD 
CN-41 Henan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-HA 
CN-42 Hubei Province Deprecated in favor of CN-HB 
CN-43 Hunan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-HN 
CN-44 Guangdong Province Deprecated in favor of CN-GD 
CN-45 Guangxi Zhuang 

Autonomous Region 
Deprecated in favor of CN-GX 

CN-46 Hainan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-HI 
CN-50 Chongqing 

Municipality 
Deprecated in favor of CN-CQ 

CN-51 Sichuan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-SC 
CN-52 Guizhou Province Deprecated in favor of CN-GZ 
CN-53 Yunnan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-YN 
CN-54 Tibet Autonomous 

Region 
Deprecated in favor of CN-XZ 

CN-61 Shaanxi Province Deprecated in favor of CN-SN 
CN-62 Gansu Province Deprecated in favor of CN-GS 
CN-63 Qinghai Province Deprecated in favor of CN-QH 
CN-64 Ningxia Hui 

Autonomous Region 
Deprecated in favor of CN-NX 

CN-65 Xinjiang Uyghur 
Autonomous Region 

Deprecated in favor of CN-XJ 

CN-71 Taiwan Province Deprecated in favor of CN-TW, but prefer code TW (Taiwan, 
Province of China) from List 91 

CN-91 Hong Kong Special 
Administrative 
Region 

Deprecated in favor of CN-HK, but pefer code HK (Hong Kong) 
from List 91 

CN-92 Macau Special 
Administrative 
Region 

Deprecated in favor of CN-MO, but prefer code MO (Macao) 
from List 91 

 
This is prompted by a change in the underlying ISO 6133-2:CN list. It replaces the numeric codes for 
Chinese provinces, municipalities and special regions with alphabetic codes. However, the previous 
codes are maintained in order to ensure full compatibility. 
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List 74 – Language 
 

Code Label Note 
ckb Central Kurdish 

(Sorani) 
ONIX local code, equivalent to ckb in ISO 639-3 

cnr Montenegrin  
mwf Murrinh-Patha ONIX local code, equivalent to mwf in ISO 639-3 
sco Scots (lallans)  

 
The additions to List 74 include a new code added to ISO 639-2, and two languages which do not 
have a code in ISO 639-2/B on which the ONIX list is based. Note the term ‘Lallans’ is removed from 
sco (Scots) as that term only covers part of the dialect variation of the Scots language. It was added 
several years ago to help distinguish Scots from Scottish Gaelic, but has proved misleading in use. 

List 79 – Product form feature type 
 

Code Label Note 
18 E-publication 

authentication and 
access control 

Requirement for user authentication prior to use, with detail of 
authentication method (user enrolment and login passwords, 
location- or device-based recognition, authentication via third-
party identity service etc) given in 
<ProductFormFeatureDescription> 

 
This could be applied to online products such as educational material which require users to login 
each time the product is used, or where site licensing based on IP address is used. 

List 96 – Currency code 
 

Code Label Note 
CZK Czech Koruna Czechia 

List 98 – Binding or page edge color 
 

Code Label Note 
CEL Pale green/Celadon  

 
In addition, the note from code MUL is added to codes FCO, FCS and ZZZ. 

List 102 – Sales outlet identifier type 
 

Code Label Note 
04 Retail sales outlet 

GLN 
13-digit GS1 global location number (formerly EAN location 
number) 

05 Retail sales outlet 
SAN 

7-digit Book trade Standard Address Number (US, UK etc) 

 
These codes enable an alternative method of identifying retail sales outlets. 
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List 145 – Usage type 
 

Code Label Note 
10 Preview on premises Preview locally before purchase. Allows a retail customer, 

account holder or patron to view a proportion of the book (or 
the whole book, if no proportion is specified) before purchase, 
but ONLY while located physically in the retailer’s store (eg 
while logged on to the store wifi). Also applies to borrowers 
making use of ‘acquisition on demand’ models in libraries 

List 147 – Unit of usage 
 

Code Label Note 
17 Allowed usage start 

time 
Time at which allowed usage begins. <Quantity> should contain 
an absolute time, counting from the beginning of an audio or 
video product, in the format HHHMMSS or HHHMMSScc. Use 
with Time, Percentage of content, or End time to specify time-
based extract allowed in Preview 

18 Allowed usage end 
time 

Time at which allowed usage ends. <Quantity> should contain 
an absolute time, counting from the beginning of an audio or 
video product, in the format HHHMMSS or HHHMMSScc. Use 
with Start time to specify time-based extract allowed in Preview 

 
Additions allow specification of start time and end time of preview extracts with greater precision 
(centiseconds) where necessary, and aligns the available time formats with those used in <AVItem>. 

List 149 – Title element level 
 

Code Label Note 
04 Content item The title element refers to a content item within a product, eg a 

work included in a combined or ‘omnibus’ edition, or a chapter 
in a book. Generally used only for titles within <ContentItem> 
(Block 3) 

List 153 – Text type 
 

Code Label Note 
29 Bibliography Complete list of books by the author(s), supplied as a single text 

field, which may be structured using (X)HTML 

List 158 – Resource content type 
 

Code Label Note 
43 Bibliography Complete list of books by the author(s), supplied as a separate 

resource file 
 
These additions allow provision of a separate bibliography (list of other books by the author(s)) as 
collateral material – although <RelatedProduct> can provide a more structured set of links to the 
author’s other publications. 
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List 178 – Supporting resource file format 
 

Code Label Note 
D401 PDF Portable Document File format (single page image) 
D505 BMP Windows Bitmap format 
D506 JP2 JPEG 2000, improved Joint Photographic Experts Group format 
D507 PSD Adobe Photoshop native file format (.psd or .psb) 
D508 EPS Image as PostScript or Encapsulated PostScript file (.ps or .eps) 

 
The addition to D401 serves to distinguish it from E107. 

List 230 – Price constraint type 
 

Code Label Note 
00 No constraints Allows positive indication that there are no additional 

constraints (other than those specified in 
<EpubUsageConstraint>) – the default if <PriceConstraint> is 
omitted 

10 Preview on premises Preview locally before purchase. Allows a retail customer, 
account holder or patron to view a proportion of the book (or 
the whole book, if no proportion is specified) before purchase, 
but ONLY while located physically in the retailer’s store (eg 
while logged on to the store wifi). Also applies to borrowers 
making use of ‘acquisition on demand’ models in libraries 

 
The note for code 00 is reworded to ensure it is clear that product-level <EpubUsageConstraints> still 
apply. The addition of code 10 matches the addition to List 145. 
 

Graham Bell / Chris Saynor 
EDItEUR 

20 January 2019 


