
 

ONIX for Books codelists Issue 37 
 
This is the consolidated list of agreed additions and updates for Issue 37 of the ONIX 
for Books codelists, as ratified by the ONIX International Steering Committee at its meeting 
during the London Book Fair in March 2017. A draft of these additions and updates was circulated 
for comment to the national groups, and comments raised by national groups have been resolved. 
 
As previously announced by the ONIX International Steering Committee and confirmed once again at 
the London meeting, this issue of the codelists is the first that is not compatible with ONIX 2.1. It 
contains only those lists required for ONIX 3.0. 
 

For reference, the following lists have been removed from Issue 37: 
6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 26, 33, 35–40, 47, 52, 54, 56, 63, 75, 78, 94. 95, 101 
A handful of codes in lists 1 and 51 used only with 2.1 have also been removed: 
List 1 codes 12, 13, 14; List 51 codes 14, 15, 36 

 
Note that ONIX 2.1 will remain fully usable – using Issue 36 of the codelists or earlier – but it is not 
intended to be usable with later codelist issues. Issue 36 continues to be available via the archive 
section of the EDItEUR website (http://www.editeur.org/15/Archived-Previous-Releases). 
 

Codelists Issue 37 Additions and changes 
 
Within the tables, additions are in red, changes and clarifications in blue and unchanged text is in 
black. 
 

List	17	–	Contributor	role	code	(addition	applies	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
B30 Historical advisor  

B31 Original editor Editor of the first edition (usually of a standard work) who is not 
an editor of the current edition 

 

List	44	–	Name	code	type	(addition	applies	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
36 Nasjonalt 

autoritetsregister 
Nasjonalt autoritetsregister for navn – Norwegian national 
authority file for personal and corporate names 

 

List	45	–	Publishing	role	code	
Code Label Note 
14 Publication funder Body funding publication fees, if different from the body funding 

the underlying research. Intended primarily for use with open 
access publications 
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15 Research funder Body funding the research on which publication is based, if 
different from the body funding the publication. Intended 
primarily for use with open access publications 

16 Funding body Body funding research and publication. Intended primarily for 
use with open access publications 

 
These minor changes clarify that these codes may occasionally be used with research-based and 
other publications that are available with conventional, non-open licenses. But in many cases the 
existing code 03, Sponsor, may be more appropriate for publications – particularly those that are not 
research-based – where a party provides commercial sponsorship of the publication. 
 
Note that the presence or absence of these codes is not necessarily indicative of the open access 
status of the publication. For this, use an Open Access Statement (in ONIX 3.0, code 20 in list 153; for 
ONIX 2.1, code 47 in list 33), which acts both as a ‘flag’ to indicate the open access status and a short 
piece of text that may summarise some key detail or limitation of the open licence – for example, the 
statement may indicate “Open Access – not for commercial reuse”. 
 
This clarification of meaning applies to use of these codes in ONIX 2.1 and ONIX 3.0 (but ONIX 2.1 
users must continue to use Issue 36 which does not include this text update). 
 

List	65	–	Availability	(addition	applies	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
09 Not yet available, 

postponed indefinitely 
Not yet available, publisher indicates that it has been postponed 
indefinitely. Should be used in preference to code 10 where the 
publisher has indicated that a previously-announced publication 
date is no longer correct, and no new date has been announced 

 

List	81	–	Product	content	type	
Code Label Note 
10 Text (eye-readable) Readable text of the main work: this value is required, together 

with applicable <ProductForm> and <ProductFormDetail> 
values, to designate an e-book or other digital or physical 
product whose primary content is eye-readable text 

16 Additional eye-readable 
text not part of main 
work 

E-Publication is enhanced with additional textual content such 
as interview, feature article, essay, bibliography, quiz/test, other 
background material or text that is not included in a primary or 
‘unenhanced’ version 

20 Additional images / 
graphics not part of 
main work 

E-Publication is enhanced with additional images or graphical 
content such as supplementary photographs that are not 
included in a primary or ‘unenhanced’ version 

 
These minor changes ensure these codes are not exclusive to e-publications. ONIX tags for 
<ProductContent> and (in ONIX 3.0) <PrimaryContent> are primarily intended for e-publications, but 
may also be used with physical products. For obvious reasons, existing codes 14 and 15 indicating the 
product contains hyperlinks remain exclusive to e-publications. 
 
This clarification of meaning applies to use of these codes in ONIX 2.1 and ONIX 3.0 (but ONIX 2.1 
users must continue to use Issue 36 which does not include this text update). 
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List	93	–	Supplier	role	(additions	apply	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
13 Exclusive distributor to 

retailers and end-
customers 

Intermediary as exclusive distributor to retailers and direct to 
consumers and/or institutional customers 

14 Non-exclusive distributor 
to retailers and end-
customers 

Intermediary as non-exclusive distributor to retailers and direct 
to consumers and/or institutional customers 

15 Distributor to retailers 
and end-customers 

Use only where exclusive/non-exclusive status is not known. 
Prefer 13 or 14 as appropriate whenever possible 

 
These new codes are intended to allow a supplier to indicate the (physical) product is available for 
‘drop-shipment’ direct to the end-customer as well as via normal retail channels. 
 

List	139	–	ONIX	retail	sales	outlet	ID	(addition	applies	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
BDZ BDBuzz www.bdbuzz.net 

 

List	145	–	Usage	type	(ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
08 Loan renewal Maximum number of consecutive loans or loan extensions (eg 

from a library) to a single device owner or account holder. Note 
that a limit of 1 indicates that a loan cannot be renewed or 
extended 

 

List	150	–	Cited	content	type	(ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
AE Audio disc Audio disc (excluding CD-Audio): use for 'yellow book' (CD-

Rom-style) discs, including for example mp3 CDs, and use 
coding in Product Form Detail to specify the format of the data 
on the disc 

 

List	156	–	Cited	content	type	(ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
05 Curated list For example a 'best books of the year' or '25 books you should 

have read' list, compiled without regard to their bestseller status 
 

List	175	–	Product	form	detail	code	(ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
E146 BRF Electronic Braille file 
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List	196	–	E-publication	accessibility	details	(addition	applies	to	ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
00 Accessibility summary <ProductFormFeatureDescription> contains a short explanatory 

summary of the accessibility of the product, consistent with the 
more specific conformance and feature details provided. The 
summary should note both the accessibility features and any 
potential deficiencies. More details information may be provided 
using codes 94-97  

 

List	230	–	Price	constraint	type	(ONIX	3.0	only)	
Code Label Note 
08 Loan renewal Maximum number of consecutive loans or loan extensions (eg 

from a library) to a single device owner or account holder. Note 
that a limit of 1 indicates that a loan cannot be renewed or 
extended 

 
 

Graham Bell / Chris Saynor 
EDItEUR 

3rd April 2017 
 


